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50th Anniversary of
Full Clergy Rights for Women
in the United Methodist Church
On Sunday, Oct. 22nd St. Luke's
celebrated the 50 Anniversary of Full
Clergy Rights for Women in the United
Methodist Church. St. Luke's has had the
privilege of having five women clergy
serve. As a means of recognizing their
service to St. Luke's, we asked them to
write a personal letter to St. Luke's. We
have received three letters.
From Penny (Pugh) Cory
September 19, 2006
Greeting to the family of God gathered at
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church,

I am sorry to decline your offer to
participate in your worship service to
celebrate 50 years of women ordained in
full connection in the United Methodist
Church. I had other commitments that
would not allow me to be there with you.
I would very much like to see old friends
and celebrate our time together while I
was your Associate Minister (1994-97). 1
am thankful for the three years of
ministry with you, together with Senior
Pastor Rev. Tom Sweat. I fondly
remember those years and feel that St.
Luke’s, my family, and I benefited
greatly from those years spent in
ministry together.

My family has grown since I was
with you. Many of you know that in
September 27, 2003, Birt Cory and I were
married. God worked miraculously to
bring us together with the help of
E-harmony. Birt is now a part time
licensed local pastor at Indiana United
Methodist Church and a full time
seminary student at Virginia Union
University School of Theology in
Richmond, Virginia. He should graduate
with a Masters of Divinity degree in May
2007 and be available for full time

NOVEMBER 2006

appointment in ]uly. He has one son,
Alex, who is 20 years old. Alex has just
graduated from ECPI and looking for a
job in computer programming.

Steven is now 17 years old and a
rising senior at Stone Bridge Christian
School in Chesapeake. His passion is
serving the Lord and playing baseball.
He recently returned from a “Voices of
Youth” mission trip to Zimbabwe,
Mozambique, and South Africa. He is
president of our UMY Fellowship and
also president of the Portsmouth District
Youth. He plays guitar and drums and
leads our Praise Team at St. Andrew’s
UMC. He plans to go to college in the
fall, but is not sure where at this time.

Joshua joined the Army when he
graduated from high school. He has
completed his 6 year enlistment and is
now employed as a Diesel Mechanic,
which is the trade he learned while in the
Army. He is married to Sara and they are
expecting their first child in January. So I
am happily anticipating being a
“grandma.”

This is my sixth year as pastor at St.
Andrew’s UMC. This is a wonderful
church family and we are active in many
ministries and missions. Keep us in your
prayers as we seek to share the gospel of
Jesus Christ here in this community. This
year is really exciting for me. I am taking
a class in connection with Duke Divinity
School and the Creative Center for
Leadership. We will meet four times in
the next year with 24 other pastors from
Virginia, North and South Carolina to
examine and challenge our leadership
styles. There is lots of reading. And best
of all, I will be assigned a personal coach
to hold me accountable to put what I am
learning into use at my local church. I am
reading an excellent book, which I would
recommend to any church seeking to
(Women - Cont. on page 3)
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The St. Luke’s Library Now Open!

The St. Luke’s Library is now open! Stop by room 17 any
time. Self check-out procedures are posted. Simply fill out
a patron card if it is your first time checking out, then sign
and date the pocket card from the book. Place the card in
the black and white box on the counter. Returns go in the
black basket. Looking for a good book? November’s fea-
tured books are:

The Treasure Principle by Rady Alcorn ~ The Bible says,
“Where your treasure is, there your heart is also.” Alcorn
gives the reader a new understanding of giving,
having, and letting go.

Twelve Ordinary Men by John MacArthur ~ The
most amazing thing about the disciples is that Je-
sus ever selected them at all. Among them were a
handful of common fisherman, a hated tax collec-
tor, and an impulsize zealot. Though hopelessly
human and remarkably unremarkable, these men
were available and obedient to Jesus’ call.
Christianity 101 by James W. White ~ This book
introduces the Christian faith in an easy-to-read
way. It includes Christian history, selections on
the Trinity, and application of Christian principles
throughout the centuries.

How United Methodists Share Their Faith by Rodney E. Wil-
moth ~ This United Methodist pastor answers the whats,
whys, and hows of faith-sharing and gives practical and
usable suggestions.

The Cape Light Series by Thomas Kinkade and Katherine
Spencer Kinkade, the painter of light, paints with words
in this fiction series about a small town in New England,
“where people understand the importance of lending a
hand and cultivating gratitude.”

Looking for a Preschool?
Look no further...
we still have spaces in
| our 2 1/2 & 3 year old classes.
Contact Diana Donnelly,
898-3017.

Relay for Life
Baked Potato/Chili and Salad Bar
Fundraiser
Sunday, November 5th
in the Fellowship Hall
10:31 and 12:01 (take-out available
anytime after 10:30)
Cost: $5.00 per person -
PBé&fJs available upon request for $2.00

Here’s
what’s going
on at St.
Luke’s. Get

Involved!
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Get Involved in United Methodist Women

St. Luke's United Methodist Women will meet for
their 4th quarterly meeting on November 14 from Noon
till 2:00p.m. Itis a pot luck, and the program presented
by Esther Balser will be on the World Thank Offering.
Turn in your banks at this time.

The District Annual Meeting was held Oct. 7th at
Aldersgate UMC in Hampton. St. Luke's unit received
recognition as a 6 Star Unit and also a Silver Mission
Today Unit. Three members received certificates for
participating in the Reading Program. Election

and induction of officers also took place.

We at St. Luke's are in the process of
preparing a slate of officers for the new year.
We are still in need of a Vice President and and
a Chair for Membership who would work with
the Executive Committee to enlist new
members and nurture the current members
helping the unit to become a supportive,
creative community. Please contact DeAnn
Posey 890-2869 if you would like to become
more involved in UMW at St. Luke's. Induction
of officers will take place in January.

All Women Invited to Women’'s Breakfast
A Women's Breakfast meeting will be held on Nov. 26 at
8:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall. Dot Harris will present a
look at St. Luke's history for our anniversary month. Please
note that we don't meet in December. All women of the
church are invited to attend for a time of fellowship, food,
devotions, and reflection on our roots.

Daytime St. Luke’s Shawl Ministry

Knitters and crocheters are invited to come fellowship. The
Daytime Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd and 4th Monday
mornings at 10:00 AM. Questions? Contact Debbie Frecker,

Evening Prayer Shaw Ministry

Prayer Shawl knitters continue to meet the second and
fourth Thursdays of the month at 6:30 PM in the parlor.

St. Luke’s Traveler’s On the Move
Need a pick-me-up after all the
festivities of the holiday seasons?

Join the St. Luke's Travelers to
Charleston and Myrtle Beach, SC on
February 26 - 29, 2007. $579 per person
double occupancy A $100 per person
deposit due with your reservation. Final payment January
15, 2007. Please check the Travelers' bulletin board for
detailed information.
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St. Luke’s Drive-Thru Nativity

St. Luke’s is having a Drive-Thru Nativity Friday
and Saturday evenings, December 8 and 9. Each car
receives a recording of scripture readings to listen to as
they drive-thru eight scenes of the Christmas and Easter
stories. Many volunteers are needed! We need costumed
actors, set managers, hospitality workers at the
beginning and end, traffic coordinators, etc. Your family
can reach out to the community with an activity that
focuses on the real meaning of Christmas. Volunteers of
all ages are welcome. Questions? Contact Karen
Berardini, 867-8987.

New Member Mentors Needed

Mentors are needed to work with new members at

St. Luke’s. Mentors attend one of the Newcomers’
Seminars where they meet and have dinner with the
new class. Mentors are asked to contact the new
members monthly and plan at least one other activity
with their group. The main purpose of mentoring is to
help new members get connected to the church’s
groups and ministries. We would like to have one man
and one woman (does not have to be a couple) as
mentors for each Newcomers’ class. This is a six-month
commitment. Interested? Contact Karen Berardini,
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Doodles from the DDM:
COMING SOON!

Ha LLeng ah Harvest Festival

Saturday, November 4th!
10:30 AM to NOON
Crafts for all ages & the Preschool Hot Dog Sale!

Advent Workshop

Sunday, December 3rd!
During Sunday School
Make your family an Advent Wreath!
Advent devotionals will be available
to go along with the wreath.

Breakfast with the Nativity Anlmals
Saturday, December 9th!
10:00 AM
Join in a breakfast with the nativity animals
and learn more about the Christmas story.
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revitalize their congregations. It is called Reclaiming the
Great Commission-A Practical model for transforming
denominations and congregations by Bishop Claude E. Payne
and Hamilton Beazley.

Paul wrote to many of the churches he had started
encouraging them in the Spirit of the Lord. I close my letter
with his words to the early churches. “I thanks my God on
every remembrance of you, praying for you with all joy,
being confident of this very thing. He who has begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ. Be strong in the grace that is in Jesus Christ. Now
glory to God whose power working in us can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine” (Philippians 1:3;
Ephesians 3:20).

May God abundantly bless your congregation as I
remember you now in my prayers. I always look forward to
seeing some of you at Tri-District Training and at Annual
Conference. I would love to hear from some of you. I invite
you to visit our congregation here in Portsmouth anytime.
Serving the Lord with gladness,

Pastor Penny

Pastor Penny D. (Pugh) Cory

29 Early Drive, Portsmouth, Virginia 23701
757-488-1017 ~ Pennycory@cox.net

From Michelle (Edmonds) Lindsey
Dear St. Luke’s Friends,

How wonderful to hear that you are celebrating the 50t
Anniversary of Full Clergy Rights for Women. I regret that
I cannot be with you as you celebrate, but please know that
you are much in my thoughts and prayers. It is with great
fondness and thanks to God that I remember the five years
that God allowed us to be in ministry together when I
served as your Associate Pastor. From time to time I get to
see someone associated with St. Luke’s and I get to hear of
the great ministry that continues to go on there.

As you worship together on Sunday I will be worship-
ing with the two wonderful congregations that God has
blessed me to be in ministry with in Amelia. Amelia is
about 20 miles west of south Richmond right off of Route
360. The county is experiencing a tremendous growth
surge which challenges our churches with the opportunities
to minister with our community. AsIbegin my 5% year in
ministry with Tabernacle and Trinity, I am eager to see
what God will do in our midst.

When the Bishop appointed me to Amelia, I never
could have imagined what great things God had in store for
me. Just before I moved here, a wonderful young man
purchased property two doors down from one of my
churches. He later became a member of Tabernacle UMC
(Women - Cont. on page 4)
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St. Luke’s Celebrations and Concerns

Memorial

Congratulations to

A donation was made to the “Medicine
Box Fund” in memory of Jesse C.
Hopkins by the New Beginnings

Heidi Fuller and Michael Crouch
who were wed in Charlotte, NC on
October 7, 2006.

Sunday School class. Mike and Amy Stewart on the birth
of a daughter, Whitney Bohannon
Prayers & Sympathy Stewart, born October 5, 2006.
Harold and Vonnie Bohannon are the
Ken and Esther Barnes and proud grandparents.
family on the death of her
mother, Jesse C. Hopkins, October 7, Received the

2006.

Brad and Susan Berrane and family
on the death of his grandmother,
Evelyn Theresa Thomas, October 2,
2006.

Sacrament of Baptism

Thomas William Work, infant son
of Paul MacGregor and Deann
Fairfield Work.

Lucas Gray Cheuvront, infant son
of Lyle E. and Mary Ann Robie
Cheuvront.

Lucille Sallie Holmstrom, infant
daughter of Timothy Kenneth and
Virginia Ann Holmstrom.

Deployed

Anthony Budzik  David Cluxton
Brian Cosgriff Jason Johnson
Tim Moon Shaun Slone
Jeremy Zeimet

(Women - Cont. from page 3)

and three years ago was either brave or foolish enough (he says the verdict
is still out!!) to ask his pastor out on a date. That was in October and in May
of 2004 we were married. Maurice Lindsey is the man that for years I
prayed for. He is my soul mate and my best friend and he was absolutely
worth the wait.

Should you find yourself in the area (20 minutes from both South
Richmond and Blackstone, 30 minutes from Farmville) please look us up. I
would love to see you and hear from you.

Thank you so much for inviting us to come for your special service.
Perhaps at another time we will be able to be with you. I thank God for you
and the way that you allowed me to share in a great ministry together with
you for my first 5 years as a pastor. I think you trained me well!! Thanks!!

May God continue to richly bless you all.

In Christ!
Michelle Edmonds Lindsey
6300 Military Road, Amelia, VA 23002
ameliachargeumc@tds.net

From Cindy Lee

Greetings to all of my friends at St. Luke’s! I am writing this note with a
sad heart because I cannot be with you today. I would love to see your
smiling faces and hug each one of you. You have been so important to me
in my faith journey and my ministry.

Many of you know that the warmth and love of St. Luke’s is one of the
main reasons that I knew God was calling me there. At the time of my
discernment, there were 2 churches and I was not clear as to where God was
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calling me. But when I walked into St. Luke’s
as a person that was a visitor, I was welcomed
very warmly. As [ left the worship service, I
was invited to 3 Sunday School classes! I knew
then that this was a church that had an
understanding of Christian Education. What I
didn’t know, was this was the place where my
realization of Christian Formation would be
made clear to me.

I learned so much about life-long learning
and the importance of service. ASP taught me
A LOT about service!!! Taking children to
Helping Hands to participate in mission was
awesome. Experiencing the learning through
Bible studies and music and special events,
such as the Harvest Festival, the Advent
Festival, and Easter Festival was so much fun.
And watching children at Vacation Bible School
and youth in Confirmation classes are always a
highlight for me.

But the Easter Eggs!!! I have never seen
such and will never see such again (until I come
to visit again!!). WOW! And those eggs were
so very good and tasty!

Today, I am the Minister of Discipleship at
Shady Grove United Methodist Church in
Mechanicsville, Virginia. I am responsible for
small groups for adult and children, as well as
local missions. The most exciting event coming
up in missions, is that we will host homeless
families, a total of 28 children, youth and
adults, during the week of Christmas. There is
a lot of excitement about sharing Christmas
with our sisters and brothers in Christ.

Today, by being in the Richmond area, I am
able to help with my parents, which is really
wonderful, especially since my mama is being
treated with radiation for breast cancer. Itis
easier for me to be medical transportation for
my daddy while mama is being driven for her
treatment. I have also seen my nieces and
nephews in plays and graduate from 5% grade,
to name a few. I am still singing in the
Richmond Symphony Chorus and there is
nothing more exciting than to have the
symphony begin to play and knowing that I get
to sing with them. Of course, I am still going to
see the Hokies play football. This year’s
football season has not been as stellar as in the
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The Season of Advent is my favorite time of the
church year. I am sure that a large part of this is
because it comes during Autumn, which is my
favorite time of year. I love to watch the leaves
change colors. Actually, I don’t think they “change”
colors, I believe they simply show what they really
are. The vibrant colors are always there, but they
are hidden beneath the surface, and cannot be seen
until the “outer-self” is washed away.

Autumn provides a vivid example of what it
means to be a Christian. On the surface, we appear
to be one thing (material), but when that material is
peeled away, our true nature (spiritual) can be seen.

Advent means “promised coming.” And if we
think of this in terms of the autumn leaves, we get a
glimpse of what God has in mind for us. For
generations, the Messiah was promised. The
promise reached fulfillment in Jesus Christ. As the
leaves turn color, they appear to be dying, but in
fact, they are not — they are simply changing state —
going down to the ground to be reborn later.

During Advent, we await the birth of our
Savior. It is as true now as it was centuries ago —
wise men (and women) STILL seek him.

Still in One Peace,

Doug

(Women - Cont.)

past, but I love going to the mountains and seeing old
friends. And, lastly, I have spent lots of time painting the
townhouse that I bought. At this time, every wall,
ceiling, and all the trim has been painted. YIPPEE!

Just know that you all have a very special place in
my heart and I miss seeing you! I want you to know that
you have been very important to this deacon in full
connection. You supported me and loved me as I learned
about what being deacon means to me, a Christian
Educator. Thank you so much for celebrating women in
ministry.

God bless you richly,

Cindy Lee

8209 Shady Grove Road, P.O. Box 817
Mechanicsville, VA 23111
804-746-9073
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Clara’s Quips
November is the time of year that my life gets
cranked up. I have happily made it through the
sewing of the Halloween costumes. I begin to think
about the pie baking that I do for Thanksgiving. I begin

my Christmas shopping. All of which is in my spare
time.

At work, life is cranked up also — planning Advent
and Christmas, Sunday school parties, clergy
gatherings. I find that often I am looking forward to
January. I have to admit that sometimes I say to myself,
and occasionally another person, “I wish it were Janu-
ary.” That is a horrible attitude to have during the holi-
day season.

The holiday of Thanksgiving is helpful to me in my
busy life. It helps me to slow down, even stop, and be
thankful. I think of other people that I am especially
thankful for in the past year. I think of the blessings
that God has given me in the past year. I begin to voice
some of those blessings. I thank you St. Luke’s for
making the move to your church and community an
exciting and easy transition. I thank the staff at St.
Luke’s for welcoming both Doug and me on board and
being open to the gifts that we bring. I thank the people
of St. Luke’s for introducing us to yourselves and your
families and your doctors and your favorite restaurants
and ... The list could go on and on. During this month
of November, I am thankful. And being in the attitude
of thankfulness helps me to prepare for the coming of
Advent in the month of December.

Glara
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Bill & Linda DeLauder(A)
Russell Gibson
Jennifer Holland

Rick McLane
Richard Walters
Sandy Wason

Bill Andrews

Theresa Johnston
Scott & Katy Jones(A)
Lauren Donston
Jennifer McMasters
Betty Miller

Jim Moss

Adri Shelor

Mark Hunter

Hannah Martin

Jim Morgan

Ginny Napier
Virginia DeWitt
Ronal Pearman

Tony Vladu

Ted Dearnley

Jerry Hunt

Samantha Long

Greg & Lori Mang(A)
Ricky Stevenson
Denise Wagner
Charlie & Christie Bates(A)
Jacqueline Lithgow
Avoline Warden
Jerry Cooper

Austin Lingenfelter
Kristen Motley

Jacki Prindle

Kaitlyn Stortz

Lauren Yarbrough
Shawn Cianelli
Ronald Frazier
Rachel Lane

Thomas Lapointe
Debra Brown

Carolyn Furtrell
Kathy Hymes

Lee Anne Hurt

Todd & Kathy Mitchell(A)
Trudy Roberts
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13

14

15

16

17

18

19
20

Diane Allen

Frank Clark

Pete Holcomb

Lynnda Petersen

Bill & Linda Pike(A)
Susan Trevillian

Kurt & Kathy VanDeusen(A)
Melissa Lipe

Vanessa Knight

Gloria Nuckles

Zachary Reid

Wanda Sills

Chuck Robinson

Wes & Mary Wade(A)
Elvis Adcock

Valerie Gleisberg

Rich & Diane Ziemet(A)
Barbara Delgado

David & Kenna Rusk(A)
Karen Wagner

Dave Anderson

Jean Foster

Eric Hurt

James Sevfzer

Dave Vanl ear

John Abbott

Gary Dunaway

Jay Fernald

Kendall Gray

Kirsten Koch

Madison Zebrowski
Jennifer Burnette

Jack & Faye Kelly(A)
Roby Knight

Jeremy Zsoldos

David Cianelli

Tyler Messenger

Phil & Cecelia Tillman(A)
Jessica Denny

Mae Burcher

Jennifer Campbell

Ted & Pat Ferriter(A)
Debbie Fischer

Joe & Hannah Martin(A)

Dave & JoAnn Modzelewski(A)

Jon Piche'

21

22

24

25

27

28

29

30

Mark Owens

Logan Rader

Matthew Durfee

David Owens

Kenny & Robin Taylor(A)
Taylor Chittum

Mike Daniel

Chuck & Rosie Walsh(A)
Sandy Bostrom

Irene Hall

Linda Brady

Kaiti Brown

Samantha Cowan

Steve Meyer

Diane Pearman

Bruce Rathje

Bill & Kay Scudder(A)
Matt Brown

John Clotfelter, Jr.

Kurt Larsen

Lisa Striepe

John Carl, IT

Jon Early

Jennifer Sills

Rick & Jean Smartt(A)
Judi Morgan

Russell & Kris Vogt(A)
Lisa Cummins

Bill & Brenda Hogg(A)
Bobé& Linda Anderson(A)
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(ﬂ,appy h“"kng,
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Every Sunday Every Monday Every Tuesday 18:00 UMW 2 3 4
8:30 Worship 9:30 Preschool | 11:00 Staff Mt 10:30 Bible St 9:30 M.O.M. S. Every Sat.
9:45 Worship (Mon-Friday) 5:30 Worship Circle 7:00 God and
9:45 Sunday Ministry 4:45 Lay Grits Men’s
School 6:15 Discovery Leader Council Breakfast
11:00 Worship 6:15 Men’s Ch s
6:00 Bible St. 7:00 Boy 6:15 Bells 10:30
5 & 6:00 Youth Scouts 7:00 Youth 7:00 Youth C Hallelujah
Fellowship Devos 7:15 Chancel C Harvest
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:30 Book Club | No preschool 10:30 Bible St 930 LLET. No preschool
11:00 Prayer 6:15 Discovery Circle
Ministry 7:00 Outreach | 6:15Men’s Ch 6:30 Prayer
10:30, 12:00 Ministry 6:15 Bells Shawl
Relay for Life 7:00 CHARGE | Workshop
Potato Bar CONEFE. 7:00 Education
7:15 Chancel Ministry
Choir
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:00 Prayer 10:00 Sarah 10:30 Bible St
11:00 Prayer Shawl Sudduth and 6:15 Discovery
Ministry Workshop Gertrude 6:15 Men’s Ch 1:00 Wedding
Carmines 6:15 Bells
7:00 Sisters in Circles 7:15 Chancel
Christ Circle 6:45 Finance Choir
NO Church Wedding
Council Rehearsal
19 815UM 20 21 22 23 24 25
Men’s 10:30 York 10:30 Bible St Thanksgiving
Breakfast Convalescent 1:30 Nurture 6:15 Discovery Day
11:00 Prayer Worship Ministry 6:15 Men’s Ch
Ministry Service 7:00 Trustees 6:15 Bells Church Closed | Church Closed
3:00 District 7:15 Chancel
Conference Choir
4:01 A.S.P.
26 830 27 28 29 30
Women’s 10:00 Prayer St. Luke’s Trav- | 10:30 Bible St
Breakfast Shawl elers Trip 6:15 Discovery
11:00 Prayer Workshop thru 30th 6:15 Men’s Ch
Ministry 10:00 Riverside 6:15 Bells
Regional Conva- 7:15 Chancel
lescent 7:00 Communi- Choir
Worship Ser. cations Comm.
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